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Winter School 2026 Travel Grants 

Call for Proposals  
 

 

The Institute of the Humanities and Global Cultures (IHGC) is pleased to announce this call for 

applications to participate in Winter School, a collaborative endeavor spearheaded by the Centre 

for Humanities Research (CHR) at the University of the Western Cape in Cape Town, South 

Africa. Winter School is a weeklong graduate-level program that addresses questions around the 

state of the humanities, the challenges of critical theory, and the role of the arts and aesthetics. 

The activities of Winter School are informed and guided by the circumstances of the post-

Apartheid moment but are nonetheless committed to thinking beyond the South African 

particular. IHGC’s collaboration with CHR is underwritten by the generous support of UVA 

Global in the Office of the Provost. 

 

The theme of Winter School 2026 is Liminalities: Thinking, Thresholds and will take place 

July 6 – July 10 in Cape Town, South Africa. IHGC welcomes applications from graduate 

students who have attained doctoral candidacy and tenured/tenure-track faculty in the College of 

Arts & Sciences. Up to eight students will be chosen as Graduate Student Fellows, and up to 

three faculty members will be chosen as Faculty Fellows. All fellows will be chosen by an IHGC 

selection committee comprised of former Graduate and Faculty Fellows on the basis of how their 

current research speaks to the Winter School 2026 theme and guiding questions (see page 2).  

 

Graduate Student Fellows will participate in a shared set of readings prior to Winter School and 

discuss their research during the Winter School session. Faculty Fellows will be asked to give 

talks at Winter School that address some aspect of the Winter School theme. Participants are 

expected to be active and present for all Winter School events and sessions. The IHGC will 

arrange for travel to/from Cape Town and for the official accommodation during the session, as 

well as a per-diem for any meals not already provided by Winter School. 

 

Application Process: 

• Eligibility: As Winter School is focused on graduate students training, eligibility is 

limited to doctoral candidates who have completed their qualifying exams/prospectuses 

and tenured/tenure-track faculty members within the College of Arts & Sciences. 

• Selection: A committee of past Winter School participants will select Fellows based on 

quality of work and relevance of research to the current theme. 

• Application Process: Please complete the Graduate Student Application or Faculty 

Application by Friday, March 6. 

• Application consists of brief statements on research interests and alignment with the 

theme (see below), an abbreviated CV of no more than 2 pp., and other demographic 

information. See the appropriate application for complete details. 

• To assist in preparing for the application process, an information session will be held on 

Wednesday, February 11 at 1 pm.  Register here.  

https://www.chrflagship.uwc.ac.za/fellowship-programme/winter-school/
https://www.chrflagship.uwc.ac.za/
https://www.chrflagship.uwc.ac.za/
https://global.virginia.edu/
https://global.virginia.edu/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=x4A0ewc3c0iLd-IWczplrGUU_fftLzhIihXPIBGX8QdUNEIyUjdYMFdEU0hRNEpVV1M1RVZRUUI5TS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=x4A0ewc3c0iLd-IWczplrGUU_fftLzhIihXPIBGX8QdUNU43MzlQUkNZQVpBMVhNRUgxRVZTWUxDQi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=x4A0ewc3c0iLd-IWczplrGUU_fftLzhIihXPIBGX8QdUNU43MzlQUkNZQVpBMVhNRUgxRVZTWUxDQi4u
https://virginia.zoom.us/meeting/register/JKCU3_riQPSx4ghSZEwJgw
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Liminalities: Thinking, Thresholds 

 

Liminality has been theorised as a condition of transition. Whether in its original anthropological 

form as a movement from one state to another through a rite of passage or in its postcolonial 

rendering via Homi Bhabha's notion of hybridity, liminality has come to mark a condition of 

being “not quite” and “not yet.” Within psychoanalytic formations, this “not quite/yet” has come 

to mark the concept of the subject as conditioned through becoming, emergence, the cuts and 

postponements around which subjectivation begins to take hold. What these hold in common, if 

differently, is a sense through which subjective certainty is displaced onto a ground in which 

ethical relations may be negotiated, rather than imposed, where new subjectivations become 

possible and new socials (structural formations; modes of sociality) made legible. 

 

At the same time, the notion of the “not quite/yet” is also a foundational narrative in the episteme 

that structures our modernity: the project of liberalism and its multiple expressions through 

racialised states, fascisms, and in its worst realisations, genocides. In Hegel’s famous 

formulation, some are placed outside of history, at its threshold. And as Sylvia Wynter has taught 

us, such a rendition of liminality is not unique to our modernity, even if it is in this modernity's 

wake that we all live, in the contradictions of its emancipatory project. The concept of the liminal 

is, then, perhaps best thought of as itself marked by liminality – its potentiality being determined 

by that which orders it, the kind of claim through which it is marked. 

 

Without a concept of inherent good, and seeking to resist the traps of standpoint or identitarian 

epistemology, the annual Winter School asks how we might consider liminality, how we might 

abide by the threshold so as to re-imagine the ordering concepts for a “to-come” that might itself 

critically interrogate the grounds of what is presumed in “modernity”. Futurity marks the liminal, 

but so does the fade, the shading into the past, the ghost: a future past that haunts. 

 

Inside this frame, we will think through and with questions that resonate with, or depart from, the 

following: What is the role of institution as concept? How does liminality shape practice? What 

might it mean to abide by the liminal? Is this similar to occupying a threshold? What 

implications does this have for our thinking of time, our thinking of the image, of subjects and 

subjectivations? Or, indeed, for our thinking of discipline, the antidisciplinary; the work of 

creating, techne? What, indeed, is liminal in thinking? And, why liminality, why does the liminal 

matter, why should liminality be made to matter? 

 


